
President’s Message 

November 26, 2018 

 

Strategic Plan Survey 
Last week you should have received an email with a survey pertaining to our ongoing strategic 
planning process. This process has been underway for several months to look at where we have 
been, where we are now and where we want to go in the future. We want to hear from all OPC 
Members through the online survey. This is your professional association and your voice is 
integral to this process.  
 
If you have NOT received the email, please check your spam filter, as some emails were caught 
by board firewalls and sent to the spam/junk folder.  Your responses will be confidential. Please 
reply by Wednesday December 5. 
 

Starling Minds Program for Mental Wellness 
Starling Minds is a new online resource to help support you in strengthening your mental 
resilience and wellness, providing education and training to help manage stress and prevent or 
minimize anxiety and depression. The program is based on Cognitive Behaviour Therapy (CBT). 
It is a confidential platform. Registration is free and available to all OPC Members and your 
families. To learn more, click here. To register Click here.   
 

Open Enrolment for Members Without LTD Coverage  
This is the last call to apply for LTD coverage if you have previously been denied, missed the 
initial 60-day window after your appointment to a P/VP position or have LTD coverage a 
condition of employment but are not currently covered for any reason. 
 
We have negotiated an open enrolment for Members. The deadline to apply is November 30, 
2018. Once you are enrolled, premiums will be retroactive to September 1, 2018, the start of 
our policy contract with Great-West Life. 
 

People for Education Survey 
People for Education has extended the deadline for its Annual Ontario School Survey. If you are 
able, we encourage you to participate. The survey can be found here. Individual school data is 
confidential, but the overall findings are published in the Annual Report on Ontario's Publicly 
Funded Schools. The survey will be closing on Monday, December 3. 
 
 

Media 
Child care called key to ending child poverty 

https://www.principals.ca/en/professional-learning/starling-minds.aspx
https://cdn2.hubspot.net/hubfs/674097/Welcome%20to%20Starling%20Minds%20for%20OPC.pdf
https://icreate.principals.ca/11140357_OPC/en/membership/open-enrolment--ltd-.aspx
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/Z368KZV
https://peopleforeducation.ca/report/2018-annual-report-on-schools-the-new-basics-for-public-education
https://peopleforeducation.ca/report/2018-annual-report-on-schools-the-new-basics-for-public-education
https://www.thestar.com/news/gta/2018/11/20/child-care-called-key-to-ending-child-poverty.html?source=newsletter&utm_source=ts_nl&utm_medium=email&utm_email=79F2CFBF03D2A083C05D05FC3B655378&utm_campaign=tmh_7164&utm_content=a05


 
Ford pledges to stop motion calling for gender identity to be removed from curriculum 
 
Axing child advocate puts most vulnerable kids at greater risk 
 
Students can use headphones, online calculators during EQAO test 
 
Ex foster kids flocking to universities for free tuition 
 
Who has to report sexual assaults at schools? 
 
Teaching kids to stand up to tormentors 
 

Queen’s Park 
There were questions in the House about cuts to children, youth and social services, cuts to 
support for vulnerable children, elimination of the Child Advocate’s Office, PC Party motion 
around gender identity in curriculum, funding for school improvements, seat belts in school 
buses, potential education cuts and anti-bullying initiatives.     
 
Debate on Bill 48 continued, the Safe and Supportive Classrooms Act.  
 

https://www.thestar.com/news/queenspark/2018/11/19/ford-pledges-to-stop-motion-that-states-that-gender-identity-is-a-liberal-ideology-and-that-recommends-that-it-be-removed-from-the-health-curriculum.html
https://www.theglobeandmail.com/opinion/article-axing-ontarios-child-advocate-puts-our-most-vulnerable-kids-at-even/
https://globalnews.ca/news/4671543/ontario-students-eqao-tests-calculators/
https://www.timescolonist.com/news/local/ex-foster-kids-flocking-to-free-tuition-at-universities-1.23501725
https://www.ctvnews.ca/canada/public-vs-private-who-has-to-report-sex-assault-allegations-at-schools-1.4184845
https://www.thestar.com/calgary/2018/11/22/as-a-child-she-witnessed-brutal-bullying-now-shes-teaching-thousands-of-kids-to-stand-up-to-tormentors.html
https://www.ola.org/en/legislative-business/house-documents/parliament-42/session-1/2018-11-19/hansard#P274_19987
https://www.ola.org/en/legislative-business/house-documents/parliament-42/session-1/2018-11-19/hansard#P291_25189
https://www.ola.org/en/legislative-business/house-documents/parliament-42/session-1/2018-11-19/hansard#P291_25189
https://www.ola.org/en/legislative-business/house-documents/parliament-42/session-1/2018-11-19/hansard#P376_48356
https://www.ola.org/en/legislative-business/house-documents/parliament-42/session-1/2018-11-19/hansard#P406_56362
https://www.ola.org/en/legislative-business/house-documents/parliament-42/session-1/2018-11-19/hansard#P406_56362
https://www.ola.org/en/legislative-business/house-documents/parliament-42/session-1/2018-11-21/hansard#P568_109725
https://www.ola.org/en/legislative-business/house-documents/parliament-42/session-1/2018-11-21/hansard#P579_113046
https://www.ola.org/en/legislative-business/house-documents/parliament-42/session-1/2018-11-21/hansard#P579_113046
https://www.ola.org/en/legislative-business/house-documents/parliament-42/session-1/2018-11-21/hansard#P605_120726
https://www.ola.org/en/legislative-business/house-documents/parliament-42/session-1/2018-11-22/hansard#P700_151315
https://www.ola.org/en/legislative-business/house-documents/parliament-42/session-1/2018-11-19/hansard#para754
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