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Advice for Administrators on Supervision Schedules 
Schools are extremely busy entities, and the role of the principal and vice-principal is to be 
available to handle an abundance of issues throughout the day to ensure the overall safety for 
students and all who are present in their building. As such, administrators must be available to 
address issues throughout their school site at any given time. Part of the administrator’s role is 
informal supervision (such as walkthroughs). The difficulty with a principal or vice-principal being 
on the formal supervision schedule is that they would be unable to respond to emergencies if 
they are confined to one area. Legislatively, administrators are responsible for the safety of the 
entire school. They need the flexibility to be available at any time and not to be part of a formal 
supervision schedule.   
 
Should you be directed to place yourself on the formal supervision/duty schedule, please inform 
your local OPC leaders. As well, ensure you put in writing to your supervisory officer any 
concerns you have with being on the formal schedule and ask for clear guidance on how you are 
going to deal with other issues that may arise during that time. This is a step that should be 
repeated and documented, as concerns continue to be in the forefront. As always, please call the 
PST Intake line should you require assistance. 
 

EDI Update 
Thank you to everyone who completed the 2023 Member Demographic Survey. The information 
collected will be analysed and reviewed by an external consultant over the next few months to 
produce a report. This data will inform our next steps as we continue to work toward supporting 
human rights and dismantling systemic oppression. The previous report from 2020 is available 
on our website, and many aspects of the recommendations are visible in the work we are doing. 
Given the daily challenges of staff shortages and general workload, we recognize that completing 
the survey during the open period may have been a challenge. To maximize the number of 
responses, we will leave the survey open until the beginning of January. If you have not 
completed it yet, we hope you can find a few minutes over the holidays to do so.  
 
In the EDI Blog, you can read more about the conversation with Karen Timm (DDSB) on 
supporting neurodivergence in education and for educators. 

 
Quote to Ponder 
“What sculpture is to a block of marble, education is to a human soul.” – Joseph Addison 

 
Media 

• Ford promised to fix broken Autism system – wait lists tell different story 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/3FRSPZM
https://www.principals.ca/en/who-we-are/resources/protected/EDI-Advisory/Census/2020MembershipCensusReport.pdf
https://www.principals.ca/en/who-we-are/edi-blog-neurodivergence-in-education-part-2-safe-spaces-for-neurodivergents.aspx
https://www.thestar.com/news/canada/doug-ford-promised-to-fix-the-broken-ontario-autism-program-5-years-on-wait-times/article_63b96f86-149a-50a5-b9bc-6cd33301301f.html


• Comprehensive epilepsy policy coming to schools 

• Global high school test scores show worrying decline 

• PISA tests – math and reading scores drop for Canadian students  

• Federal government increases income requirement for foreign students 

• Covid and Flu set to peak over holiday season 

• School board looking at later starts for secondary schools 

• School boards not consulted on move of Science Centre 
 

Queen’s Park 
There were questions in the House last week about funding for post-secondary institutions, 
addressing labour shortages in the skilled trades, wait lists for child care and French language 
education.    
 
Three members of the NDP Caucus have introduced Bill 140, Improving Air Quality for our 
Children Act, which would require schools and child care providers to install carbon dioxide 
monitors in classrooms, congregate spaces, portables, gymnasiums, change rooms, auditoriums, 
cafeterias, music rooms, libraries, staff rooms and main offices. The bill has received First 
Reading. 
 
The House is now in recess until February 20, 2024. 

https://globalnews.ca/news/10150517/ontario-implement-new-comprehensive-epilepsy-policy-schools/
https://www.thestar.com/news/global-high-school-test-scores-show-worrying-decline-heres-how-ontario-students-did/article_ffad5236-92e7-11ee-80f5-a3915e3fc605.html
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/canadian-students-pandemic-learning-match-science-reading-study-1.7049681
https://www.cbc.ca/news/politics/liberals-double-income-requirement-foreign-students-1.7052387
https://www.thestar.com/life/health-wellness/covid-19-and-flu-set-to-peak-over-holiday-season-in-ontario-dr-kieran-moore/article_ade76954-7ca1-5628-bdc3-e8e3c458226d.html
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/ottawa/ucdsb-sleep-schedules-1.7043208
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/toronto/ontario-auditor-general-2023-report-science-centre-emergency-departments-1.7046016
https://www.ola.org/en/legislative-business/house-documents/parliament-43/session-1/2023-12-04/hansard#P624_130117
https://www.ola.org/en/legislative-business/house-documents/parliament-43/session-1/2023-12-05/hansard#P688_150418
https://www.ola.org/en/legislative-business/house-documents/parliament-43/session-1/2023-12-06/hansard#P708_111943
https://www.ola.org/en/legislative-business/house-documents/parliament-43/session-1/2023-12-06/hansard#P677_103374
https://www.ola.org/en/legislative-business/house-documents/parliament-43/session-1/2023-12-06/hansard#P677_103374
https://www.ola.org/en/legislative-business/bills/parliament-43/session-1/bill-140/status
https://www.ola.org/en/legislative-business/bills/parliament-43/session-1/bill-140/status
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