President’s Message
June 29, 2020

Thank You

It’s hard to believe that my year as President is coming to a close. What a year it has been - a unique
year, with unique challenges. Certainly not the year | imagined, but still one that will have a long-lasting
impact on me as an education leader.

When | was first elected, a colleague advised me to identify one thing | wanted to achieve. Since we
were going to be in negotiations by August 2020, this was the area | chose. | wanted to ensure our
Members had a clear understanding of what issues could be discussed and that our Provincial Council
was aware of what our membership wanted us to focus on. | decided to gather this information through
my district visits, and was able to participate in 14 before labour disruption and then the pandemic hit. |
can assure you that your voices will be heard, and you will play a part in determining the focus of our
upcoming negotiations. Our incoming president, Ann Pace, will ensure this happens.

| want to thank the amazing team at the OPC office for the support they have given me this year, and to
highlight what an amazing group of individuals they are. Some are educators, some are not, but all are
fully committed to our Members and our students. We are very lucky to have such a dedicated team.

Now, to thank all of you — my P/VP colleagues across the province. Having been a principal for almost 20
years and a member of Council for 7, | have been incredibly blessed to represent and advocate for you, a
caring and dedicated group of individuals. Despite the challenges we faced this year, | was humbled by
how you went above and beyond to meet the needs of your students, staff and community. Your
commitment to ensuring every student has the opportunity and support to succeed has been never
more obvious. It has been an honour to have been your president during this time. | have taken my lead
from you, and have made every effort to be a strong voice and advocate for you and our students. We
have increased our public image and our currency with the ministry, our partners in education and the
general public. | know that we will continue to build on this in the years to come. In addition, you have
challenged me and the OPC to continue on our equity journey, through the establishment of our Equity,
Diversity and Inclusion Committee. There is much work to be done, but we are committed to walk this
journey with you.

As we look to September, there are many unknowns and much still to do. My hope is that all of you find
time this summer to rejuvenate and be with those you love. We will be key to the successful return to

school. It is imperative that you take care of yourselves, before you can take care of others.

All the best,
Nancy

Media

e The OPC speaks about challenges administrators are facing in the fall (29:45)

e Should we still have police in schools?



https://www.cbc.ca/listen/live-radio/1-112-ontario-morning-from-cbc-radio/clip/15784717-ontario-morning-monday-june-29-2020-part-1
https://www.thestar.com/news/canada/2020/06/19/amid-our-debate-over-policing-should-we-have-cops-in-schools-why-other-school-districts-are-now-asking-toronto.html

e Black parents having “the talk” with kids to prepare them for racism

e Rising rates of COVID in children spark concerns about school re-opening

e New back to basics math curriculum released

e Help for anxious young people to cope with COVID19

e Lack of school structure putting children’s mental health at risk

Queen’s Park
The House sat for two days last week. There were questions about mental health and addiction
services, ministry back to school plans, GSN funding and the new math curriculum.



https://www.ctvnews.ca/canada/black-parents-having-the-talk-with-younger-kids-to-prepare-them-for-racism-1.4995750
https://www.theglobeandmail.com/canada/article-rising-rates-of-covid-19-in-children-adolescents-sparks-concerns/
https://toronto.ctvnews.ca/ontario-reveals-new-math-curriculum-here-s-what-students-will-learn-in-each-grade-1.4995890?cache=yes%3FclipId%3D89563%3FclipId%3D1723871%2F5-things-to-know-for-tuesday-august-20-2019-1.4556852
https://www.sudbury.com/local-news/do-you-know-jack-help-for-anxious-young-people-to-cope-with-covid-19-2516412
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/ottawa/covid19-children-youth-school-mental-health-1.5625686
https://www.ola.org/en/legislative-business/house-documents/parliament-42/session-1/2020-06-23/hansard#P405_93513
https://www.ola.org/en/legislative-business/house-documents/parliament-42/session-1/2020-06-23/hansard#P405_93513
https://www.ola.org/en/legislative-business/house-documents/parliament-42/session-1/2020-06-23/hansard#P454_106891
https://www.ola.org/en/legislative-business/house-documents/parliament-42/session-1/2020-06-23/hansard#P567_136609
https://www.ola.org/en/legislative-business/house-documents/parliament-42/session-1/2020-06-24/hansard#P544_127374
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