
 

President’s Message 

June 7, 2021 

Outdoor Graduations 
Last week, the Premier encouraged schools to hold outdoor graduation events before the end 
of June. Recognizing that is only weeks away, that you have consulted with local Public Health 
Units and your boards, and that considerable time and care has already been put into planning 
this milestone, we issued a public statement, stating that asking schools to change direction 
and organize an outdoor event, while social distancing restrictions are still in place, is 
impractical and unrealistic.  

Supporting Student Mental Health – Project Lead Positions 
We are seeking two highly qualified practising OPC Members (one elementary and one 
secondary) as project leads for the Supporting Student Mental Health Project, supported by 
School Mental Health Ontario, to collaborate on the design, development and implementation 
of project deliverables. The application deadline is June 14 at 12:00 p.m. 

OPC Scholarship Awards 
Our Scholarship program supports the children of current, retired and deceased OPC Members 
for students who have been accepted to a post-secondary program, based on criteria and an 
application process developed and administered by each OPC District. 

For 2020-21, Provincial Council approved a 50% increase from $1,000 to $1,500 per 100 
Members to the scholarship funding to OPC Districts. Since its inception, we have granted 
$1.1M for these scholarships. 

 

Media 

• Principals opposed to outdoor graduation ceremonies 

• Attendance sliding at virtual schools amid burnout 

• Ministry documents show COVID-19 cases may have been spreading in schools 

• International student population continues to increase 

• Public opinion polling affects back-to-school decision 

• Calls grow to rename Ryerson schools across Ontario 

https://www.principals.ca/en/who-we-are/resources/Documents/LettersAndSubmissions/Statement-OutdoorGraduations-June2.pdf
https://www.principals.ca/en/professional-learning/supporting-student-mental-health-project-lead-position.aspx
https://www.thestar.com/politics/provincial/2021/06/03/principals-blast-premiers-promise-for-outdoor-graduations-celebrations.html
https://www.thestar.com/news/gta/2021/06/04/nope-its-not-worth-it-anymore-attendance-sliding-at-ontarios-virtual-schools-as-parents-and-kids-burned-out.html?rf
https://www.thestar.com/news/investigations/2021/06/01/stephen-lecce-said-covid-19-wasnt-spreading-in-schools-internal-documents-show-ontarios-education-ministry-did-not-know-if-this-was-true.html
https://www.blogto.com/city/2021/05/international-student-population-skyrocketing-ontario/
https://toronto.ctvnews.ca/how-public-opinion-polling-might-affect-doug-ford-s-back-to-school-decision-1.5452641
https://www.msn.com/en-ca/news/canada/calls-grow-to-rename-ryerson-institutions-across-ontario/ar-AAKCNVr


• Children’s health experts deeply concerned students will not be returning 

Queen's Park 

There were questions in the House about whether students will return to school, Canada 
Christian College legislation, whether schools were safe last fall, inaccurate reports of safe 
schools, accommodations for students with special needs, searching former residential school 
sites, support for children’s mental health services, decision to keep schools 
closed, investments to keep schools safe, problem with holding outdoor grad 
ceremonies, decision to keep schools closed and $10 daily child care. 

The House is now in recess until September 13. 

 

https://globalnews.ca/news/7915892/ontario-schools-covid-kids-health-reaction/
https://www.ola.org/en/legislative-business/house-documents/parliament-42/session-1/2021-05-31/hansard#P446_84752
https://www.ola.org/en/legislative-business/house-documents/parliament-42/session-1/2021-05-31/hansard#P488_98101
https://www.ola.org/en/legislative-business/house-documents/parliament-42/session-1/2021-05-31/hansard#P488_98101
https://www.ola.org/en/legislative-business/house-documents/parliament-42/session-1/2021-06-01/hansard#P421_89640
https://www.ola.org/en/legislative-business/house-documents/parliament-42/session-1/2021-06-01/hansard#P439_95749
https://www.ola.org/en/legislative-business/house-documents/parliament-42/session-1/2021-06-01/hansard#P439_95749
https://www.ola.org/en/legislative-business/house-documents/parliament-42/session-1/2021-06-01/hansard#P457_103529
https://www.ola.org/en/legislative-business/house-documents/parliament-42/session-1/2021-06-01/hansard#P486_112997
https://www.ola.org/en/legislative-business/house-documents/parliament-42/session-1/2021-06-01/hansard#P486_112997
https://www.ola.org/en/legislative-business/house-documents/parliament-42/session-1/2021-06-01/hansard#P643_157049
https://www.ola.org/en/legislative-business/house-documents/parliament-42/session-1/2021-06-02/hansard#P420_79502
https://www.ola.org/en/legislative-business/house-documents/parliament-42/session-1/2021-06-02/hansard#P420_79502
https://www.ola.org/en/legislative-business/house-documents/parliament-42/session-1/2021-06-02/hansard#P517_106911
https://www.ola.org/en/legislative-business/house-documents/parliament-42/session-1/2021-06-03/hansard#P342_57432
https://www.ola.org/en/legislative-business/house-documents/parliament-42/session-1/2021-06-03/hansard#P342_57432
https://www.ola.org/en/legislative-business/house-documents/parliament-42/session-1/2021-06-03/hansard#P501_98419
https://www.ola.org/en/legislative-business/house-documents/parliament-42/session-1/2021-06-03/hansard#P558_113090
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